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Melissa Brooks-Yip is currently the Supervisor of Instruction at Washtenaw ISD in Ann Arbor,
MI, and a doctoral student in Educational Studies at Eastern Michigan University. She holds a
B.A. in Psychology, M.A. in Curriculum and Teaching, and an M.A. in Educational Technology,
all from Michigan State University. She has served over 22 years in public education as a middle
and high school ELA teacher, a K-12 literacy consultant, and a teacher education instructor.
Sharon Hopkins is a Ph.D. student in the Department of Teacher Education’s Educational Studies
program at Eastern Michigan University. She has been a high school social studies teacher, policy
debate coach, literacy instructional coach, Assistant Principal, and Director of Curriculum and
Instruction for an urban school district in Michigan. She has interdisciplinary research interests
including Pan African Studies, Black Feminist Thought, social foundations of education, critical
pedagogy, disciplinary literacy, social studies education, teacher development, place-based
education, and youth activism. Her current research project is focused on youth activism across
the African diaspora. She can be reached at shopki12@emich.edu.
Christian Ramsey is a freelance and fine art photographer in Chicago. She earned her B.A. in
German and photography from Eastern Michigan University and her M.F.A. in photography from
Columbia College Chicago. In her undergraduate and graduate programs, she studied abroad in
Düsseldorf, Berlin, and Ballyvaughan, Ireland. Her work has been exhibited in several galleries in
the Midwest. Some of her photography can be seen at christian-ramsey.com and on Instagram at
@_christianramsey.
Paul J. Ramsey is a professor in the Department of Teacher Education at Eastern Michigan
University. He completed his Ph.D. degree in the history of education at Indiana University and is
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include philosophy, literature, and educational policy.
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and trainer/coach. She is pursuing a Ph.D. in educational studies at Eastern Michigan University.
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currently Interim Director of Work Life Programs at the University of Michigan, part-time lecturer
in the College of Education at Eastern Michigan University, and an independent early childhood
consultant. Christine develops and facilitates training throughout the United States, internationally,
and online. She has published six early childhood resource books, as well as numerous articles,
training DVDs, and other classroom resources for teachers.

